NATURE WAICH

Official Magazine of Nature Society (Singapore) Volume 18 No 3 Jul-Sep 2010

Featuring:

Stuck on Spiders

Ecuador Birds

Sunda Slow Loris

Malaysian Hawk-Cuckoo and host
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Birds of the Amazon AR NATURE WATCH

2 Official Magazine of Nature Society (Singapore)
m BIrRDS OF ECUADOR Photos by Morten Strange Dt oo e BING 3

Amazonian Violaceous Trogon Gilded Barbet male Golden-collared Toucanet female
Trogon violaceous Capito auratus Selenidera reinwardtii

Hoatzin Ivory-billed Aracari Lineated Woodpecker pair
Opisthocomus hoazin Pteoglossus azara Dryocopus lineatus

- -
Little Cuckoo Many-banded Aracari Purple-throted Fruitcrow male
Piaya minuta Pteroglossus pluricinctus Querula purpurata

Rufous-bellied Euphonia male White-fronted Nunbird White-lored Euphonia male
Euphonia rufiventris Monasa morphoeus Euphonia chrysopasta
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Photo: Nick Baker
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Suna Slow Loris

Slowly getting to know our nocturnal primate

Fam Shun Deng

studies this unique and
shy forest animal in
Singapore, and he tries
to establish where it is
coming from and how it
is doing.

low lorises are mammals in

the order Primates. They have

some physical characteristics

that make them easy to dis-

tinguish from other mam-
mals. They have a facial mask, and a
dorsal stripe, which may be used to dif-
ferentiate between species. Sunda Slow
Loris Nycticebus coucang individuals are
in general brown or reddish, depend-
ing on where they come from (Groves,
2001). The head forks that make up
the facial mask may or may not be very
distinct. They also have noses that are
pink and/or grey, and there is a patch

of white fur between the eyes and the
small, furry ears. Their eyes are large,
round, positioned forward and very
close together, and they have a reflective
layer behind the retina (Ankel-Simons,
2000). These ocular adaptations help
the nocturnal slow loris see in the night
and under low light conditions.

Among the primates, slow lorises
are thought to possess more “primitive”
adaptations (Bearder, 1999), such as noc-
turnality, the ability to produce their own
vitamin C, wet noses, and lower brain
to body ratio. They are also the world’s
only venomous primate genus. The name

Jul - Sep 2010 Nature Watch 15
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cuckoo was located. So it was possible
to just follow the shama’s penetrating
song until reaching the general area and
then listen for the cuckoo’s soft call.

So, on July Ist the cuckoo was
able to forage successfully for food on
his own, and yet there we were 16 days
later, and he was still begging for food
from his mom, and she was deliver-
ing. It struck me how bird life parallels
human life! #

MAIN REFERENCE
MNS (2005) A Checklist of the Birds of Malaysia.
MNS, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Wells, D.R. (1999) The Birds of the Thai-Malay
Peninsula, Volume One, Non-Passerines. Academic
Press, London.

Video and sound of juvenile Malaysian Hawk

Cuckoo http://vimeo.com/13023585.

Con Foley is an active nature photog-
rapher and bird enthusiast. A long-time
resident of Singapore, he supports the NSS
Bird Group during censuses and bird
races, and is also the Past President of
Nature Photographic Society (Singapore).

Panti Forest Reserve

Panti Forest Reserve is filled with cuckoos,
and in 2009 | photographed the Chestnut-
winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera
feeding a Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugu-
bris. Cuckoos are in general very secretive
birds, maybe because they must know
their territory intimately and know when to
lay their egg.

White-rumped Shamas usually make
their cup-shaped nests in the open top of
a broken tree stump or in a dense clump
of bamboo, where they could be easily
parasitized by a hawk-cuckoo. Infrequently
they will make their nest in an old wood-
pecker hole, as this photo shows, and |
should think this type of nest would be
safer from being parasitized.

The author hard at work on the so-called Bunker Trail.
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MY FAVOURITE PLANTS

Alstonia pneumato

Text and photos by Tony O’'Dempsey

n the previous issue of Nazure Watch, 18(2), I featured

three of the six Alstonia (Pulai) species found in

Singapore including A. spatulata which is a swamp
specialist. For this edition I am featuring the other swamp
specialist — A. pneumatophora — named after its ability to
produce pneumatophore or knee roots. This Critically
Endangered (in Singapore) species is so rare that all of the
known examples of this tree in our Nature Reserves can be
counted on one hand.

An Alstonia pneumatophora from the Nee Soon Forest. Notice the fluted buttresses.

The knee roots (pneuamtophore roots)
from an A. pneumatophora inside the forest
around Upper Pierce Reservoir.

This tree has two adaptations to
survive in its preferred swampy habitat,
the first is the enlarged fluted buttresses
which provide stability, and the second
is its ability to produce pneumato-
phores or aerial roots that promote gas
exchange when the tree is growing in
inundated circumstances. It is noted
however, that the growth of pneu-
matophore roots is unlikely if the tree is
growing on reasonably dry ground.

Presumably this species was
more abundant prior to the creation
of raw water reservoirs in the Central
Catchment from the 1860s, and as a
casual visitor to the Nature Reserves it
is unlikely that you will encounter this
beautiful tree today.

There is simply too little left of
its preferred habitat of swampy ground
near forest streams. Fortunately, there
is one mature specimen growing in the
Botanic Gardens.

Next time you are visiting the
Gardens, do take a few minutes to
appreciate this tree located on Lawn D
very close to Swan Lake. I find its wide
fluted buttress, straight trunk and sym-
metrical crown to be in proportions that
are very pleasing to the eye. #
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The beautifully proportioned A. pneumatophora growing in A. pneumatophora leaves grow in whorls of 5-6.

the Singapore Botanic Gardens.

The leaves of A. pneumatophora are very similar in shape to A spatulata (the other swamp dwelling Pulai, see
Nature Watch 18(2):24). The distinguishing characteristic is that the leaves are not petilated (they have no
stems) and they grow in whorls of 5-6, whereas A. spatulata typically have whorls of no more than 4 leaves.
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Tony O’'Dempsey
is a long-standing
supporter of the
nature community
in Singapore and
chairman of the NSS
Vertebrate Study
Group. He also has
an interest in the
trees and plants of
the region. With
this article he has
concluded his four-
part series on his
favorite Singapore
plants, and we
thank him for his
contribution to
Nature Watch.



